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different time zone, different language, different culture, same need... G O D.
The Lion on the “Road of Bones”

GOD has raised up a pastor by the name of Lev. “Lev” means Lion in the Russian language.
The Road of Bones is a well known road in the Kolyma area of Magadan, on which lies the
city of Susuman. Pastor Lev and his family are moving to this remote city in order to plant a
church and reach people with the Gospel. Instead of running the opposite direction, Pastor Lev
and his family do not have plans of escaping the harsh life and conditions but instead walking
straight into the enemy’s territory without fear!

I met Lev on my second trip to Magadan, and I join apostle Paul in saying “How beautiful are
the feet of them that bring good news!” Would you pray for this family, the people of this
area, and this new church plant? As I remember my first time preaching the Gospel in Ma-
gadan, theforeb()ding RK{){}(mﬂLﬂ l:““\-& {‘I o Word “escape »” comes to
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“Under Stalin there _~Mag EJN} were lots of camps with
barbed wire and watch mﬁ.‘;‘:tsk ] towers here,” said Ivan
Panikarov, a local jour- |vakutsk RUSSIA nalist. “But Kolyma area
is one big camp to this Y 0 day. There are no prison-
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holocaust stories, but 500 miles @)~ " & | none of these prepared me
for the oppression I felt as [ ministered in this area. It
seems the cruelty of man has no limit in this place. The mass grave; the well preserved frozen
bodies. Every town or village in the area was once home to a prison camp. Perhaps none de-
scribe the mood like the brutality of the 2,000 kilometers long “Road of Bones.”
Tens of thousands prisoners and slaves fell ill, froze, and/or starved to death. In the summer
they were baked by the heat, covered with dust and attacked by huge mosquitoes. The winter
brought freezing temperatures as low as —76 F. Because the frost makes the ground too hard
to conduct burials, the bones of the cadavers were broken up and used as ballast upon which
to build the road. This is one of the most rugged and remote places in the world! Is there es-
cape, when there is no place to run?

Wouldn’t you agree, the only escape is straight into the arms of Jesus Christ?

Thousands of the Russian Christians were among those sent to these camps because they
would not denounce their faith in God. Many of the families that live in the region today are
families of the former prisoners who stayed in the region when released from prison.

We need your help to take the Word of God to the city of SUSUMAN. To plant this
church it will take fervent prayer. It will take sacrifice. It will cost time and $17,000 in
finances. As we all know, Jesus never said to go where we can “only” afford it. He just
said, “GO!”
Will you help plant a church in Susuman?



